
 

A belated Happy New Year to all members and 
friends of ECA NT. Welcome to new members.   

This newsle er is produced quarterly and the next  
edi on will see a new revamped format making it 
easier to view and share with your friends. We also 
are keen to have your input so if you have an ar cle 
up your sleeve or any informa on to share please 
send it in.  

Our first Members and Friends network mee ng will 
be held on Tuesday 7 March. The venue will be our 
new office at Unit 3, 10 Mel Road, Berrimah. At this 
mee ng winners from the 2016 Educa on and Care 
Awards will be sharing their learnings from that  
fabulous study tour to New Zealand and providing 
some ps on wri ng that winning applica on. The 
Awards Commi ee will also be available to speak 
about changes to the Awards for 2017. Following our 
very successful ECA Conference in Darwin, the  
Na onal ECA Board decided to trial holding the  
Na onal Conference three years in a row – Sydney 
2018, Hobart 2019 and Brisbane 2020 – with a review 
a er Hobart to decide if the annual schedule is  
sustainable. This is great news and gives all Early 
Childhood Educa on and Care the opportunity to 
par cipate. 

The Code of Ethics Subcommi ee will be developing 
some resources that will be available to Branches for 
the purpose of holding member events – there is also 
the Implementa on Guide and a Learning  Hub  
Module soon to be released which will provide  
addi onal resources you might want to use.  

Registra ons are open for the third Reconcilia on  
Symposium to be held on the Gold Coast on 5‐6 May 
this year – the program will be released soon and any 
help you can provide with promo ng the event is 
very welcome. 
 

Maree Bredhauer 
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We have moved! 

ECA NT is now located at  

Unit 3, 10 Mel Road, Berrimah 

Post Office Box 394 

Berrimah, NT 0828 

Phone: (08) 8986 7142   

Email: ecant@earlychildhood.org.au  

Freecall:1800 959 995  

www.nt-ia.com.au  
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Implementing ‘The Incredible 5-Point Scale’ for people on the  

Autism Spectrum 

Date and Time 
Tuesday 28 February 2017  
9.00 am — 3.00 pm 
 
Loca on 
Gumtree Room 
Chifley Alice Springs 
34 Sto  Terrace 
Alice Springs, NT 

Autism SA has developed a workshop based on Kari Dunn Buron and Mitzi Curtis 

‘The Incredible 5-Point Scale’ program.  The two special education teachers  

designed a program “that ‘talks in numbers’ rather than in socially and  

emotionally laden words” (Buron & Curtis 2003). Autism SA staff have widely used 

the program in a range of environments and have found it to be highly effective. 

This workshop includes - 

The philosophy behind the program 

Looking at resources 

Overview of the program for; individuals, groups and classrooms 

Combining the program with other programs such as ‘The Way to A’ © and ‘The 
Red Beast’ ©  

How to monitor, tweak and review the program to ensure success 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

A Sensory Processing Approach to Challenges Associated with Autism, ADHD, Learning and Behavioural Differences.  

Presented by international speaker and songwriter Genevieve Jereb O.T., "The Traffic Jam In My Brain” is a fun, informative and  

interactive seminar designed for parents, therapists and other professionals. You will gain understanding of the basics of sensory  

processing and learn "ready-to-use" strategies to support learning, attention, social and emotional relationships and behaviour in  

children. This workshop gives you a set of dynamic, practical tools incorporating: Regulation, Respiration, Rhythm, Relationship,  

Play & Movement. 

 
Who Should Attend? Parents, Educators, Care Givers, Pre-School Teachers, Child Care Workers, Occupational Therapists, Speech 

Pathologists, Physical Therapists, Physicians, Paediatricians and other Professionals who work with children. 

Friday 24 March 2017  9.00 am 

Hilton Hotel Darwin 
32 Mitchell Street, Darwin 
 

Early Bird Rate (bookings up to one month before) $219  

Full Rate $245 

 

To access the Professional Development 
Calendar for January to June go to: 

http://www.childaustralia.org.au/ 



The Early Learning Everyone Benefits campaign has a 
clear end goal – for all Australian children to have access to at 
least two days of quality early learning. 
  
In particular, the campaign wants to see 100 per cent of four 
year olds (currently 99 per cent) attending early learning for 15 
hours per week or more, and increase participation of three year 
olds from 66 per cent to 90 per cent by 2020. 
  
New Zealand and UK are providing free access to early learning 
for both three-and four-year-olds for 20-30 hours a week and 
reaping the benefits with soaring participation rates. 
  
However, as ECA CEO Sam Page explained, Australian  
governments and policies must keep pace to improve childcare 
affordability, and in turn, support increased participation rates of 
children enrolling in early learning programs.  
  
“Taking inadequate action and policies that aren’t keeping pace 
with the challenges to early learning in Australia, such as  
affordability, can bring unintended consequences,” Ms Page 
said. 
  
“If parents are unable to afford to send their children to early 
learning, the result will be early learning participation rates going 
backwards and that is not good for Australia and our society.” 
  
She said Australia’s participation rate of three year olds 
enrolled in early learning – only two-thirds or 62 per cent 
according to the most recent ABS data – was way below 
the Organisation for Economic Cooperation and  
Development (OECD) average of about 74 per cent. 
  
“Australia is doing very poorly in getting three-year-olds enrolled 
in early learning, yet we don’t need to look far for inspiration, 

New Zealand has 96 per cent of their three year olds enrolled 
and UK has 97 per cent. 
 
 
Australia is doing really well on participation of four-year-
olds however. 
  
“Over the past five years, the participation rate of four-year-olds 
in Australia enrolled in early learning the year before school, 
such as Preschool and Kindergarten, has increased from 67 per 
cent to about 99 per cent.” 
  
“It’s no coincidence that this is the same period that the Federal 
Government introduced the Universal Access Agreement which 
subsidises all children in the year before school (mostly four 
year olds) to attend 15 hours of early learning per week.” 
 
Australian studies show that children who attend a high quality 
early childhood program in the year before school are up to 40 
per cent ahead of their peers by the time they reach Year Three. 
 
A recent study by the Mitchell Institute at Victoria University 
report, Preschool—Two Years Are Better Than One, highlighted 

the substantial benefits children receive from access to two 
years of early learning before school. The study recommended 
two years of quality preschool would give children the best 
chance to thrive at school and later in life. 
Ms Page urged Australian governments and policy makers to  
better recognise the valuable role of quality early learning and 
take action. 
  
“Government needs to place a high priority on ensuring that all 
Australian children access quality early learning for at least two 
years before starting school, with an understanding that this 
needs to be age-appropriate play-based early learning.” 
  
“Building on the success of the Universal Access Agreement for 
enrolment of four year olds in early learning, one immediate way 
Australia can improve our enrolment of three year olds is to  
extend the Universal Access agreement so that it covers the two 
years before school.” 
  
Why participation rates matter 
  
According to the 2015 Australian Early Development Census 
(AEDC), one in five Australian children are starting school  
developmentally vulnerable. 
  
“These children may have difficulties with learning,  
concentration in class, and managing their emotions and  
behaviour which lead many children to remain illiterate or be 
suspended for ‘uncontrollable behaviour’,” Ms Page said. 
  
She said if children start behind, they are highly likely to stay  
behind and the best way to help these children succeed in 
school was to get in early and address their needs in an early 
learning setting. 
  
Long-term benefits of early learning 
  
Ms Page said studies show the long term benefits include – 
more children able to learn and participate in school for longer, 
fewer children dropping out of school, increased literacy,  
reduced unemployment and homelessness. 
  
“It will even impact on reduced crime.  Our whole society  
benefits from more well-adjusted adults contributing taxes and 
being good parents, and reduced spending on welfare and the 
criminal justice system,” she said. 
 
“In the UK Longitudinal studies like the Effective Preschool,  
Primary & Secondary Education study found that children who 
attended quality early learning had higher grades at school, 
were better able to manage their behaviour and had lower levels 
of hyperactivity. The longer they spent in pre-school and the 
higher the quality of early learning, the better their grades were, 
and the more likely children were to continue on an academic 
pathway. 
 
“According to OECD analysis, 15-year-old students who  
attended early childhood education (ECE) tend to perform better 
on Program for International Student Assessment (PISA), than 
those who did not, even after accounting for their  
socio-economic backgrounds. There is some concern that  
Australian students’ education performance is declining in  
comparison with students from other countries, for example as 
measured by the Program for International Student Assessment 
(PISA).”  
 

Australia’s	three‐year‐olds	participation	in	early	learning	is	below	OECD	average	

https://www.goodstart.org.au/news-and-advice/december-2016/australias-three-year-olds-below-oecd-average   - retrieved 12 January 2017 



Baby explorers! 
Babies learn so much in the first two years of their life. Their brains are constantly developing new  
connections as they explore their world. They are learning through their senses and discovering their  
capabilities and limitations. You can help your baby to understand themselves and the world around them 
by supporting them in their exploration, and giving them the opportunity to figure things out for  
themselves. 
 
Safety first 
Babies needs a safe environment to explore, where they can play and  
discover freely – knowing that you are there to help when they need it. 
 
Developing senses 
Babies starts learning about the world around them through their senses.  
Interactions through touch, sight, sound and even putting objects in their 
mouths will help them understand the world and how things work.  
Let your baby explore the things around them – try taking them outside  
and allow them to touch the leaves and grass, and get their fingers dirty! 
 

 

Problem solving 
During these developing years your baby will start to hold objects 
such as their bottle, books and toys. Encourage them to explore their 
new skills. When they shake a rattle and hear a sound, they are 
learning cause and effect. When they drop their teddy on the ground, 
they are learning about gravity. By trying to fit a block into a hole, 
they are learning about shapes and sizes. Try to let you baby  
discover things for themselves through their natural trial and error 
play. 

 
Support learning 
Watch your baby as they play and explore and help them to follow  
their interests. If your little one is trying to roll over to reach an interesting  
object, encourage them to go as far as they can by themselves and then 
bring it close enough so that they can get it and explore it. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
  

 
  

 
  

             
 Show them how – then let them try! 
 Babies and young children learn a lot through imitation. If your   
 baby is getting frustrated trying to do something, try showing them 
 how to do whatever it is they are trying to do, then let them try for 
 themselves. 



 

Sense of independence 
Through exploring their world babies are learning and  
gaining a sense of independence, which will help develop 
their self-confidence. Encouraging babies to figure out things 
for themselves and how the world works is a big part of 
learning. 

Text adapted from: https://www.learningpotential.gov.au/age-group/zero-to-five-years. Retrieved 12 January 2017 



Early Childhood Australia Disclaimer: The opinions expressed in this newsletter are those of the authors and not necessarily those of 

Early Childhood Australia. By publishing a diversity of opinion, we hope to provide a forum which promotes professional growth, creativity, and 

debate in the early  childhood field.   

Family Educator 

Families as First Teachers Program 

Darwin, Full-time (fixed term) 
The Families as First Teachers  
Family Educator plans, develops and  
implements a range of early childhood  
education, family and parenting support  
programs to meet the needs of a specific 
community, as part of the school, working 
with children from birth to three years of age 
in the urban and rural areas across the 
Northern Territory. 
 

Contact:  

Jackie Bradshaw, Manager,  
Palmerston Child and Family Centre 
08 8944 9223  
jackie.bradshaw@ntschools.net  

Interested in a New Challenge? 
 

Join ECA-NT as an Inclusion Professional  
 

To succeed in this role you will need:  
 
 Tertiary qualifications in early childhood education (early/middle childhood) with relevant sector experience  
 Demonstrated experience in inclusive practice and/or middle childhood settings  
 Experience working with eligible ECCC services (birth to 12 years)  
 Experience and competence in working in across cultural and Indigenous community contexts  
 High Level oral and written communication skills including use of information technology  
 Willingness and ability to travel to remote communities including overnight (light aircraft and vehicle).  
 

Call Maree Bredhauer - 0429 864 702, email maree.bredhauer@ecant.org.au 

 

Meeting Dates 2017 

 

Tuesday 7 March 6:30 pm 

Darwin and Alice Springs 

 

Tuesday 6 June 6:30 pm 

Darwin and Alice Springs 

 

Tuesday 12 September AGM 

 

Tuesday 7 November 6:30 pm 

Positions	Vacant	



Everyone is invited to our first network meeting of the year. 

Tuesday 7 March 2017 from 6.30pm to 8.30pm 

At our new offices at Unit 3, 10 Mel Road, Berrimah 

 
Guest Speakers will be 2016 Winners of the Northern Territory Education and Care Awards 

 

    Light supper will be provided.  RSVP 1.03.2017 – Brenda.taylor@ecant.org.au 

Early Childhood Australia 
NT Branch Member’s and 
Friends Network Meeting 


