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ECA-NT opens office in Alice Springs  
 

In support of our expanding business as the Northern Territory Inclusion Agency, ECA–NT Branch has opened an office in Alice 
Springs. Located at Level 1 Anangu House, 44 Bath Street, the office will over the next couple of months be fulling operational as 
the nerve centre of the ECA NT – Inclusion Agency and also as office for all ECA membership business.  Currently contact via  
mobile: 0437 364 432 or 1800 959 995. 
As experienced providers of Inclusion Support Agency services we will be providing on the ground, tailored inclusion advice and 
support for the Education and Care Sector. We look forward to working collaboratively with all the education and care services 
across the Territory to enhance capacity and capability in inclusive practices.  We are particularly looking forward to expanding 
our partnership networks with services, community organisations and Regional Councils to provide the best for the children in 
our care. Our aim is for services to be well informed, resourced and inclusive ready so that they can be reflective of and respon-
sive to all children and families. 
 
For further information about the new Inclusion Support Program visit Department of Education and Training website https://
www.education.gov.au/inclusion-support-programme or visit the ECA NT-IN website at http://www.nt-ia.com.au 
 

ECA NT Special General and 2016 AGM 
Don’t forget to add to your calendar the ECA NT Branch AGM (see details on page 3). I would like invite all members to consider 
nominating for a position of the Executive Committee. It is a great group to be involved with and there are many opportunities 
for the Branch to be involved both the business side of ECA NT and on an advocacy level. Remember we are the ‘Voice for young 
children and their advocates’. I would strongly encourage members out of the Darwin area to nominate. Prior to the AGM there 
will be a Special general meeting to consider changes to the constitution. 
 

 ECA Code of Ethics – New Version 
For those who may not be aware the Early Childhood Code of Ethics revised version is now available from the ECA website. This 
new version of the Code is a set of statement about appropriate and expected behaviour of early childhood professionals. It re-
flects current pedagogical research and practice, providing a framework for reflection about the ethical responsibilities of early 
childhood professionals. 
The code is designed for early childhood education and care environment, and is based on the principals of the United Nations 
Convention of the Rights of the Child (1991)  
Being ethical involves thinking about everyday actions and decision making, either individually or collectively, and responding 
with respect to all concerned. The Code of Ethics recognises that childhood professionals are in a unique position of trust and 
influence in their relationships with children, families, colleagues and the community, therefore professional accountability. Code 
of Ethics Brochure A1 Poster are available from the website. 
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The term ‘play based learning’ now evokes in me a much different 
feeling than it once did. Something like nails on a chalkboard per-
haps? Not because I don’t believe in children learning through play, 

no. But because it appears that the term has been hijacked. 

Most times that I scroll through my facebook feed I am confronted 
with countless new, ‘fun’, ‘amazing’ ideas of what people are calling 
‘play based learning’. But I fear we have become a little confused. 
With the push for kids to be learning more and more at even young-
er ages, and more real play time being sacrificed in the pursuit of 
‘keeping up’ or ‘getting ahead’, it infuriates me to see people calling 
clearly adult directed activities ‘play’. Why? Because play, real play, 
is IMPORTANT. I’m not sure how many times we have to say this. 
Study after study after study has confirmed it. And when we start 
twisting the word play to mean something adult led, then we lose 
our understanding of what children truly need. We stop advocating 
for play because we’re told schools are doing ‘play based learning’ 
now. And that’s what kids need right? Well, that obviously depends 

on your definition. 

The other day I came across one of these activities, purportedly 
mixing ‘play’ with learning. A set of cards with actions on them to do 
while you read. The child picks one like ‘stomp your feet’ or ‘clap 
your hands’ and does the action while reading. People were loving 
it! They commented about how ‘fun’ it was for the kids. How great it 
was to combine play with learning! And of course about how it was a 

great idea for ‘play based learning’. 

Let me unequivocally say, this is not play based learning. 

Play is not something you do to a child. 

If you have an agenda, if you are requiring them to do it, if you have 
to make it ‘fun’ to get them to comply, if they are not free to stop at 

any time, then it is not play. 

“Children need the freedom and time to play. Play is not a luxury. 

Play is a necessity.” -Kay Redfield Jamison 

What is play? 

Play is self-chosen. Children were born to play. They love to 
play. They will play all day if they’re allowed. If you have to coax 
them into doing something, then it’s not play. Play never feels 

like work or an obligation. 

Play is enjoyable. Play is fun! Play has no agenda. Play is not 

for the purpose of meeting adult goals. 

Play is inherently valuable. All play is learning. No matter what 
it is. Whether you can clearly see the skills being mastered or 

not. There is no hierarchy of play. 

Play is unstructured. In play, children make the rules. They 

decide how long they play for and what direction their play takes. 

“Perhaps play would be more respected if we called it something 
like “self-motivated practice of life skills,” but that would remove 
the lightheartedness from it and thereby reduce its effectiveness. 
So, we are stuck with the paradox. We must accept play’s triviali-

ty in order to realize its profundity.”  

– Peter Gray, Free to Learn 

It seems we have rightly latched onto the idea that play based 
learning is what is best for children. But, instead of recognising 
the obvious value in free unstructured play, we have twisted it 
into a way to get children to learn what we want them to learn. 
Instead of making more time for play, we’re defeating it’s pur-
pose by pushing adult agendas and requirements. Need 5 year 
olds to learn their letters? Make a ‘fun’ playful activity and call it 
‘play based learning’. But that’s not how it works. We do such a 
disservice to children by trying to use their natural inclinations for 
self-education against them, as a way to get them to conform to 

what we want them to do. 

I’m not saying don’t play with your kids, don’t make suggestions, 
or don’t set up things for them to explore. But, be mindful of your 
agenda. Children should feel free to play and use what is availa-
ble however they like, with no expectations. Maybe Johnny 
paints a picture of a flower with the paints you left out for him. 
Maybe he experiments with mixing colours. Or maybe he just 
wants to squirt the paint in his belly button. It doesn’t matter, 
because it’s his choice. He is learning through play, and that is 

always surprising and beautiful to watch. 

‘Why I don’t like play based learning’ 

From : ‘Why I Don’t Like Play Based Learning’ 

 

Posted on March 20, 2016 by Sara @ Happiness is here  

http://www.amazon.com/Free-Learn-Unleashing-Instinct-Self-Reliant/dp/0465084990/ref=as_li_ss_tl?ie=UTF8&qid=1458508217&sr=8-1&keywords=free+to+learn+peter+gray&linkCode=ll1&tag=happiishere-20&linkId=9294c52bf9e19aa9bfa3506e10d300db
http://happinessishereblog.com/2016/03/why-i-dont-like-play-based-learning/
http://happinessishereblog.com/author/sarajanemacdonald/
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Notice 

Special General Meeting and AGM 

13 September 2016  
Time:    7.30am  - 9.30am 

Venue:    Rydges Palmerston 15 Maluka Drive   

Catering:     Breakfast provided 

 

 

 

 

Awards Ceremony 

Tuesday 4 October 2016 

Parliament House 
 

Please see website for more details. 
http://www.ntecawards.net/ 

For further information and to confirm your  

attendance contact the office on (08) 8986 7142 or 
email brenda.taylor@ecant.org.au 

Please RSVP by Tuesday 6 September 2016 

http://www.ntecawards.net/
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Professional Learning of Interest 

 

http://www.ecaconference.com.au/


 

The Preschool Teachers Association of the NT are pleased to provide a 

range of Professional Learning Events for Semester Two. Workshops are 

free to PSTANT members. Further information about PSTANT member-

ship, along with other events can be found on our web-

site www.pstant.org alternatively you can email info@pstant.org 

 

Event: Inviting play spaces  

Presenter: Justine Walsh & Nicole Bourke from Journey into Play 

Date: Wednesday 7th September, 3.30pm-5.30pm  

Venue: Ludmilla Preschool  

Cost: $80  

Description: Inviting play spaces are the places we provide for our children where they are 

free to follow their own agendas and unrestricted by adult expectations. Spaces where adults 

provide unspoken  

permission for play. Discover how to support inquire based learning in Preschool by finding 

the kinds of things that are really cheap to buy, fun to scavenge and often free. This topic in-

cludes a hands-on playing component.  

Register HERE https://goo.gl/Fo83OC  
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Have you subscribed to our 

KidsMatter eNewsletter? It’s full 

of  

information, hints and tips.  

Don’t forget to register for our 

next webinars! 

 

Children's behaviour: what do we learn through observation?  

Part 1  

Date: Wednesday, 24th August 2016 

Time: 1:30pm - 2:30pm AEST  

Register here 

Children's behaviour: what do we learn through observation?  

Part 2  

Date: Tuesday, 25th October 2016 AEDST 

Discover how to use the BETLS tool 

and download a copy of this poster 

http://www.pstant.org
mailto:info@pstant.org
http://journeyintoplay.com/
https://www.eventbrite.com.au/e/inviting-play-spaces-tickets-25848539678
https://www.kidsmatter.edu.au/early-childhood/resources-support-childrens-mental-health/enewsletters
http://omnovia.redbackconferencing.com.au/landers/page/76453a
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Early Childhood Australia Disclaimer: The opinions expressed in this newsletter are those of the authors and not necessarily those of 

Early Childhood Australia. By publishing a diversity of opinion, we hope to provide a forum which promotes professional growth, creativity, and 

debate in the early  childhood field.   

Focus on the environment

 

Focus on the environment

5 Jeans for Genes Day 

19  World Humanitarian 
 Day  

1 National Wattle Day 

16 International Day for 
 the Preservation of 
 the Ozone Layer 

12 International Youth 
 Day 

7 National Threatened 
 Species Day 

11  Sustainable House 
 Day 

 National Bilby Day 

22 World Car Free Day 

 World Maritime Day 

5—11 National Landcare 
 Week  

13—21 Science Week 

9 International Day for 
 World Indigenous 
 People 

22—28 Keep Australia 
  Beautiful Week 


